Tooth Status Chart

Tooth Status Chart
Assessing dental caries

The following are important principles of dental caries surveys:

1. The condition must exist with certainty - if in doubt or you are hesitant, assign the next lowest score even if that means that you are recording the condition as healthy.

2. Don't second-guess yourself:  usually your first assessment is accurate and there is little or no point in going back or over and over the same steps.

3. Permanent teeth take precedence over primary teeth occupying the same space - record the status of the permanent tooth.

4. Decay takes precedence over a filling on the same tooth: record the decay not the filling (Codes 7 to 11)

5. Restorations take precedence over sealants on the same tooth; record the filling not the sealant (codes 12 to 14) 

6. Record the crown and the root status separately.  If a filling or a cavity crosses over the cemento-enamel junction by more than 1mm then score the condition on both.

7. The examination for dental caries should be conducted with a plane mouth mirror and a Williams probe;

8. The probe should be used primarily to clean off any food debris on the tooth surface being examined;

9. The probe should not be used to aggressively probe surfaces; especially occlusal pits or fissures; visual decay may be confirmed by probing to detect the softened floor of the lesion;

10. Examiners should adopt a systematic approach to the examination for dental caries, proceeding in an orderly manner from one tooth or tooth space to the adjacent tooth or tooth space.

11. Examiners should be careful not to get in a comfort zone of calling code 6 for missing teeth, the correct code should be used depending on the reason the tooth is missing. 

A tooth should be considered present in the mouth when any part of it is visible or can be touched with the tip of the probe without unduly displacing soft tissue.

For maxillary primary teeth, record in the very top status row of 10 boxes; for lower primary teeth, record in the 10 box row for the mandible.  For permanent teeth, use the two sets of 14 box rows.

Each box for each primary and/or permanent tooth must be coded.  Therefore, data must be entered in both the crown and root boxes for the same permanent tooth.  For example, in the case of an adult all 20 of the deciduous tooth boxes would normally be coded 6 “Unerupted tooth, congenitally missing or unexposed root” and data would be recorded in the crown and root boxes for permanent teeth.  For a child with mixed dentition, the status of whichever tooth is present in the mouth is recorded in the appropriate box(es) and the box(es) for the corresponding deciduous or permanent tooth would be coded 6.  If both the deciduous and permanent teeth are missing, code 6 should be entered in all three of the appropriate boxes.

For respondents aged 17 years or younger, do not record anything in the root boxes.

Tooth Status Codes

The definitions below are the standard to be used by all examiners; it is most important that all clinicians use the same criteria so at the end we will be able to compare oral health status across the country

Additional notes for assessment of coronal and root surface lesions:

1. If both the coronal and root surfaces are affected by the same carious lesion or restoration, use the ONE MILLIMETER RULE to determine the coding.

2. If at least one millimetre of the lesion or restoration is coronal to the CEJ, it is coded for the coronal surface.

3. If at least one millimetre of the lesion or restoration is apical to the CEJ, it is coded for the root surface.

4. If the lesion or restoration extends at least one millimetre onto both coronal and root surfaces, code both surfaces.

5. If a restoration is completely missing and no caries is present code as a defective restoration. Use your judgement to determine the type of restoration that had been present.

6. A surface with a temporary filling is coded as decayed.

7. Teeth with orthodontic brackets, bands or bonded jewellery in place that can not with certainty be determined to be carious or restored should be scored as Code 1 sound

8. Use decayed for a root with both a filling and one or more lesions - remember cavities trump fillings.

9. Where any doubt exists, caries should not be recorded as present.

10. Root Caries

· Diagnosis of root decay is different from that for coronal decay and requires the use of the periodontal probe, because textural changes are used in the diagnosis.

· You will get some indication of the texture by dragging the probe across the root surface and gently feeling for any softness.

· Do not try to push the tip hard into the dentine.

· Start at the Mesial surface and then move on to Buccal, Distal, Lingual surfaces.

· Root caries is defined as a well defined or discoloured lesion on the root surface that is soft to exploration using the periodontal probe.

· Normal cementum is softer than enamel, and frequently will yield to pressure from the tip of a probe.  Areas of root caries, however, are softer than surrounding cementum; therefore, it is possible to differentiate sound cementum from carious cementum based on tactile sense.

· In some incipient lesions the carious area of the root surface may merely be discoloured without cavitation, but the area will be soft to probing.  Carious lesions in root surfaces may be yellow/orange, tan, light brown, or black.

· Cavitation with jagged margins and a roughened, but soft floor or base usually occurs in advanced lesions.

· Arrested lesions that are hardened on probing are coded as Sound, even if the lesion is cavitated.

Filled = filled for decay only and includes preventive resins, inlays, onlays and crowns.

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	Sound

	1
	Sound – never decayed or restored
	The tooth shows no evidence of treated or untreated clinical caries.  The stages of caries that precede cavitation, as well as other conditions similar to the early stages of caries, are excluded because they cannot be reliably diagnosed.

Teeth with the following defects, in the absence of other positive criteria, should be coded as sound:

· white or chalky spots;

· discoloured or rough spots;

· stained pits or fissures in the enamel that catch the probe but do not have a detectably softened floor, undermined enamel, or softening of the walls;

· dark, shiny, hard, pitted areas of enamel in a tooth showing signs of moderate to severe fluorosis.

All questionable lesions should be coded as sound.

	2
	Sound – crown sealed, never decayed or otherwise restored (crown only)
	As above but the tooth has been sealed with an unfilled resin material

	Missing tooth

	3
	Missing – due to orthodontic treatment
	Permanent or primary teeth that are missing because of orthodontic extractions; ask the respondent what happened to the tooth

	4
	Missing – due to trauma
	Permanent or primary teeth that are missing because of trauma; ask the respondent what happened to the tooth

	5
	Missing – due to caries or periodontal disease
	Permanent or primary teeth that are missing because of disease; ask the respondent what happened to the tooth

	6
	Unerupted tooth, congenitally missing or unexposed root
	Permanent or primary teeth that are missing because they are not yet erupted or are congenitally missing; or for deciduous teeth that have been exfoliated; or where you are unsure of the reason for the loss

	Decayed (includes temporary filling) - Crown and/or Root

	7
	Decayed severely (less than 1/3 of crown remaining or has progressed ½ way or more through the root)
	A lesion has destroyed 2/3 of the tooth crown structure (even if filled elsewhere on the same crown) or has progressed ½ way or more through the root (even if filled elsewhere on the same root)

	8
	Decayed – pit and fissure caries (crown only)
	A lesion on the occlusal surface or in a pit has a detectably softened floor, undermined enamel or softened wall.  Use this code also to score a tooth with both a filling and a cavity on the occlusal surface or in a pit either adjacent to the filling or on another tooth surface

	9
	Decayed – smooth surface caries (crown only)
	A lesion on an approximal (smooth) surface has a detectably softened floor, undermined enamel or softened wall.  On approximal surfaces, the examiner must be certain that the probe has entered a lesion

	10
	Decayed – both smooth surface and pit and fissure caries (crown only)
	Lesions on both a smooth surface and a pit or fissure area.  The lesions have detectably softened floors, undermined enamel or softened walls.  On approximal surfaces, the examiner must be certain that the probe has entered a lesion.  Use this code also to score a tooth with both a filling and lesions on both a smooth surface and a pit or fissure area

	11
	Decayed – smooth surface caries (root only)
	A well defined or discoloured lesion on the root surface that is soft to exploration using the periodontal probe

	Filled - Crown and/or Root

Note: restoration placed because of caries trumps aesthetic procedure.  Restorations provided for trauma, or aesthetics, such as a tooth that has been crowned for reasons other than decay, e.g., trauma or as a bridge abutment, is recorded as "bridge abutment or special crown" and coded as 18.

Prompt the clinician to prompt for reason for filling, and to ask for aesthetic fillings.

	12
	Filled with amalgam, no other decay
	One or more permanent amalgam restorations are present, no other fillings are present, and there is no primary or secondary (recurrent) caries on another area of the tooth

	13
	Filled with other material (resin, GIC, inlay, crown), no other decay
	One or more fillings of material other than amalgam are present, and there is no secondary (recurrent) caries or other area of the tooth with primary caries

	14
	Filled with amalgam and other material (resin, GIC, inlay, crown), no other decay
	One or more permanent amalgam restorations are present, one or more other fillings are present, and there is no secondary (recurrent) caries or other area of the tooth

	Filled – Defective, no other decay - Crown and/or Root

	15
	Filled with amalgam, no other decay, but filling is defective and needs replacement
	The tooth has a defective amalgam filling (filling is completely or partially lost, cracked across the isthmus, or has a gap between the preparation and the filling material of 1mm or more.  Use this code to score a tooth with a filling (that would otherwise be good) where a cusp has fractured leaving exposed dentine.  Teeth with fillings that have stained into the adjacent tooth surface are not to be deemed defective

	16
	Filled with other material (resin, GIC, inlay, crown) but filling is defective and needs replacement
	The tooth has a defective other material filling (filling is completely or partially lost, cracked across the isthmus, or has a gap between the preparation and the filling material of 1mm or more.  Use this code to score a tooth with a filling (that would otherwise be good) where a cusp has fractured leaving exposed dentine.  Teeth with fillings that have stained into the adjacent tooth surface are not to be deemed defective

	17
	Filled with amalgam and other material (resin, GIC, inlay, crown) but filling is defective and needs replacement
	The tooth has an amalgam and another material and one or more filling(s) is/are completely or partially lost, cracked across the isthmus, or has/have a gap between the preparation and the filling material of 1mm or more.  Use this code to score a tooth with a filling (that would otherwise be good) where a cusp has fractured leaving exposed dentine.  Teeth with fillings that have stained into the adjacent tooth surface are not to be deemed defective

	Other

	18
	Bridge abutment, special crown or veneer (crown only)
	A tooth has a crown placed for reasons other than caries

	19
	Implant
	Tooth is replaced with an implant.  As an example, if there are implants at tooth spaces 17 and 15, and a missing tooth at space 16, you would code the teeth as follows: 17 = 19 “Implant”, 15 = 19 “Implant”, 16 = missing tooth (codes 3 to 6)

	20
	Fractured due to trauma
	Tooth is fractured and is likely fractured as a result of trauma.  The fracture has been or can be repaired and rehabilitated.  Confirm trauma by asking the respondent what happened to the tooth/teeth

	21
	Other
	This box allows the examiner to code and specify a condition NOT identified in the above codes.  An example may be a vertically fractured tooth


Data should be entered in a specific order, as follows:

1. 17 to 11 and 55 to 51, with an entry at 55 and the crown and root of 15 required before an entry can be made at 54 and the crown and root of 14 etc.

2. 21 to 27 and/or 61 to 65 in the same manner

3. 37 to 31 and/or 75 to 71, in the same manner

4. 41 to 47 and/or 81 to 85. in the same manner

Teeth 18, 28, 38 and 48 are excluded from this survey.  Do not score them even if present.

Record the crown and root status codes in the relevant boxes as seen below.
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